
 
 
Date: April 24, 2024 

Resolution 2024-23: Affordability of Water and Wastewater Systems 

Background: 

WHEREAS the Provincial Policy Statement (PPS) (Section 1.6.6.2) states that municipal 

sewage services and municipal water services are the preferred form of servicing for settlement 

areas to support protection of the environment and minimize potential risks to human health and 

safety and that intensification and redevelopment within these settlement areas should be 

promoted; and 

WHEREAS the PPS (Section 2.2.1 (f)) states that planning authorities shall protect, improve, or 

restore the quality and quantity of water by implementing the necessary restrictions on 

development and site alternation to protect all drinking supplies and designated vulnerable 

areas, and protect, improve, or restore vulnerable surface and ground water, sensitive surface 

water features and sensitive groundwater features, and their hydrologic functions; and 

WHEREAS the PPS (Sections 2.2.1(h) and (i)) states that there is consideration of 

environmental lake capacity as well as stormwater management practices; and 

WHEREAS the Ministry of the Environment, Protection and Conservation Procedural Guideline 

B-1-5 Policy 2 provision states that water quality which presently does not meet the Provincial 

Water Quality Objectives shall not be further degraded and all practical measures shall be 

undertaken to upgrade the water quality to the Objectives; and 

WHEREAS rural and small urban municipalities experience very limited growth as federal and 

provincial policies heavily support growth in urban centers. As there are no other sources of 

available operational funding, rural and small urban municipalities are expected to fund the 

construction and operation of these state-of-the art systems from existing property owners and 

nominal forecasted growth; and 

WHEREAS combined water and wastewater rates have risen substantially.  

Recommendation: 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT NOMA to advocate to the provincial and federal 

levels of government to make them aware that rural and small urban water and wastewater 

systems are financially unsustainable; and advocate to the Association of Municipalities of 

Ontario, the Rural Ontario Municipalities Association, and the Federation of Canadian 

Municipalities to examine if the unaffordability of water and wastewater system operations costs 

is systemic provincially and nationally. 

Moved By: Lisa Teeple, Councillor of Emo 



Seconded By: Alex Crane, Councillor of O’Connor 

CARRIED 

 

 
______________________________ 
President 
 


